
 

The weekly market in Romsey is recorded from the early 12th century and 
may be considerably older. Initially goods were sold from market stalls, 
then permanent buildings housed both workshops, shops and living 
accomodation. There have been buildings around the Market Place since 
at least the 13th century.

This map shows the properties 
around the Market Place in 1910.

Romsey Local History Society is 
researching the history of streets, 
buildings and people in Romsey, 
starting with the Market Place area.

M a n y b u i l d i n g s 
preserve their ancient 
cel lars and other 
internal features even 
when their frontages 
have been rebuilt. 
Others, while looking 
old have been almost 
totally rebuilt.
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This building belonged 

to Thomas Curtis, the 

ta i lo r in the 19th 

century and the shop 

front had two bow 

windows.  

In 1963 the building was considered unsafe 

and demolished. However, its replacement 

was built to match the original design with 

the string course and rubbed brick voussoirs 

to the upper windows. The bow windows, 

which had already been 

a l t e r e d w e r e n o t 

restored. 

T h e b u i l d i n g t h e n 

became the Southern 

E l e c t r i c i t y B o a r d 

showroom and then the 

Coop Travel agents with 

a hairdressers above.  

In 2020 it became 

Josie’s. 

In 1906 it became Butts the 

Butchers and the windows 

were taken out to allow meat 

to be displayed hanging. The 

shop cont inued to be a 

butcher’s shop under Ralls 

and then Millers.

Demolition in 1963
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During Romsey Festival in shop windows (or inside) in and 
around the Market Place, Romsey, you will find 35 posters 
explaining the history of the buildings and their inhabitants. 
How many can you find? JUST FOR FUN   

Quiz sheets  can be collected 
from the Visitor Information 
Centre or downloaded from the 
Society website. Answers will 
be available on the Society 
website after the Festival.

Romsey Local History Society 

Quiz Sheet

Shops and Shopkeepers 
of Romsey
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